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Secrecy the Essential in

Charming Hoarded
Wealth of Peasants
Out of Its Many Hidi-

ng Places
Bl in. t lit: HtdtAMti

respect to Ills wealth the
1 I'iiiii hmafl stand unique, not

alone because France I per cap-
ita thl richest nation of the

world, and lives the most SOonom
leaily. bul bl '.use of the French,
tnati WHbltlOlli Which Is to keep
l.m neighbors from knowing how
nv.irh money he lUM Rot. Hp hoards

0M foT It ll his Instinct, not for
display nor to ipendi but for the
elesaure of knowing that he has ,

awney; and then he apenda his Ufa
trying to ii vttii the undeelred reputa
pen si 'passing for a rich mun" in
la community.

It is this cur, oils payohOtOgtejU Mlli
nmre especially of Its country people,
tii.it ihi French Government has bam
cWigJ to t.ikc Into account when It
wnt out Its recent appeal to the
Mopl of France to deposit their

hoard of otd In the Hank
Franc In exchange for bulk notes

nnl I" 'h .merest of "National Do- -

(MM " Tin' French are HhMMd not
of being known to give too little tint
I fit Ing too much.

So i? that the all powerful Bamum
it Finite! ChOMII H:i the national
linvernnicnt's sole audit, as It Is the
only Trench hank allowed to issue
lurk notes, has gone about Its mls-sio- n

of harvesting th vast gold crop'
of France which is being so success- -

fully (leaned throughout the country
by n diplomacy and caution worthy
to he ranked among the most suo- -

cttsful gi neralshlps of the war.
Tn begin with, to induce the French

p present their cherished Individual
HserVS of gold to help the nation
finish up the war absolutely different
methyls must he used In city and
Wintry The mental attitude of the

sttj dweller and the countryman are
totally dissimilar.

The Aral RIOVing of France's sold
fetfVMl begail the first of July, when
M. Rlbot, Minister of Finance, made
nn appeal to the people for their say-inn- s

In gold, only a auggaetlon on
us part In the course of a ctelmte
in the Chamber of Deputies, The sub- -

was then mentioned in a quite
casual way In the columns of the
dull newspapers, nothing insistent,
only a few articles which Intimated
courteously and blandly that the peo-

ple would he doing the country a
flight favor to let it iee the color of

money, Tin n one receiving teller's
Window only was opened at the Hank '

of Franca in Parle,

Ti.at wa all that was necessary
for Purls. The Frenchman is u'.sn

unique patriot when there Is a
o lestion of defending "la pa trie,'1
either with cannon or money. Gold I

pieces that had not seen Circulation
f;n.e war was declared sipped
up M if conjured out of a magician's
hat. The crowds giving in their gold
waited in lines that Stretched out Into
the it rests. Batteries of receiving
tellers' windows had to be opened and J

the cry of the uniformed officials di-

recting the throngs, "This way for
gold." echoed ceaselessly through the
Vaulted Corridors of the hank.

Branches of the Bunk of France
besaii the same service for other clt-- e.

but such was the rush that the
eating hanks, the Galeae d'Rpsrgne,

i - 411 os. other banks, hambers
of commerce and even department
store were appoint. d to receive the
golden millions. This was nil nsces--
fury for the cities. Kmulatl n he- -

tcn them grsW hot to the tune of
minions Rival municipalities pub-tlsh- ad

dslly reports of their gold can
mi, The amusement ,r the towns-mt- n

was to round up their frier., is and
C .u group ana turn in men bjwih
by the bagful.

Betting on results was n a par
With the excitement f tho pari-mu- -

tuei at the Longchampa racscourss.
,, the first tun they had had to

enjoy In over a year and thay mads
the most of ii. nce more the Jingle
ol ald was heard through tile land.
Cities dally ! iharded in the war,
T.,n, forwarded en rimma amounts to
t'i central branches of the bank out
Of &!! proportion to their present pop-
ulations, mostly refugeelng In cellars.
The re,- nquered portion ol Alaace
I irned :n ail uf its gold to the Belfort
branch The army in tin- - trenches
turned out its pockets, and through
Simj paymasters sent an un
dreamed of gold supply 10 the treas- -

ur I

By the flr.-- t of September, after
sight weeks ,,f this, the Hunk of i

Frame had received the sum f M0,
IOO.mo franca, an tnormou sum. yet
representing only one-fift- h of the gold
Of the if,, pie. France possesses one- -

htti the world's entire liquid sold
Supply It was calculated thai France

t Ihl end of the ftrsl year of war
V sew-- and a half billions of

iu-
a. .. n

'
. , ..: i h.tilt' IiiK'h I'l I lilllt' nlPI nir

r.
.... ,., 1 ,l. ruMsants

fferent method was adopted. I

foi n ti t thai Immense ramalnlna
three billion francs in ten and

'wo: franc gold pieces was hoarded I

ii ihi r untryslde, not in the tradl
tei. has da laine, the woollen stock-Whic- h

- out of late. but by being
hickei away In every other oonoeiv-Ihl- s

ni place about the homes of
Ml country folk.

"fa French patriots tho peasant
f l ia ice is the greatest, luit also the

ll wi intimately he can be Induced
to sacrifice himself, his family and all
be possesses on the altar of his coun-l- l

ll hi menial attitude Is ftfiS
iriai he must be shown before he

W stir a miner, especially when It
' men to giving up his money. But
On M imed he becomes the na- -TvT,Uoi - in senerou defender... .

,
. .. ....

no t.T ill, llllirill V.,1,1 IT III VII ,,,,--

hank of Fiance has had to deal In
It i!"M harvesting In the countryside,
work inusi be dons 1" a subtle way
su that countrymen should not know
thai they were being "managed." The
Kfench i an be coaxed, but never
driven, Imperial methods work in
Stmiatiy, hut they would not have
brought a single gold piece to light
m France.

Branches of the Bunque de France
n ll In only a few of the larger cities,
mostly far out of the reach of the
peuaanl. The bank's official messen-
gers, imposing to gold buttoned uni- -

forms and Napoleonic cocked huts,
Sr sent on collecting missions to
U.u smaller towns, but the rural

HARVESTS HER GOLD CROP FOR NATIONAL DEFENCE
( CUSJr?.n HARVEST OF GOLD fpJ.W
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France harvests her gold crop and stores
the Bank of France.

The bank manager is a good gold gleaner from the peasant
when he comes to town on market day.

The town councilman gives
the gold treatment during
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The village cure is one of

dweller in France almost as sus- -

cious of a aa he calls
every one outside his own community.

would be of a Herman, so these
emissaries did not cut much of
swathe throiish the real crop.

The post offices the
country were authorized to collect
gold, But to present bla cherished
(told pieces at the window of his vil-

lage post office to an official who was
probably life with
Una of neighbor behind peering over
his shoulder and measuring up his
Offering, In no way appeals to
secretive peasant, man or Woman,
who besides, rarely receiving a letter
or paper, bus a natural scepticism
regarding postal efficiency.

The authorized to
collect wold In district, but he

the tag OOlleOtor "f the neighbor-
hood this present eit another psycho- -

lou leal aimcuiiy, pelng connected,
in the s.mole minds of the country- "

naonkt. with the harvoating of money

.which bTOUChl them no relurns. So

the peasant antao at im
taur'a" notice written paw '

.pasted on the door of his modest
dwelling Besides to be oollgea to so

orhVc at fixed Hoursto any kln.l of an
Mops at all times the flow of the
peasant's Ideas and gold.
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Kach of the eighty-od- d

, at.tu into which France I 0

vide I is by a lYefeet-

Covernor In a small DUX

Heml-m.dt- located In the chief

luw "r cl,y "f Under
,1,,. t'eefei ts ore Hous-riet- is. who

. .... -- .ns.

r. aaiBsniianaa over uu- -

these ortteiea oy m- - ve......
authority to spread tne aim. nui-gand- a

throughout their respective
districts. But as these officials.

continually
. . a T"iti iii rl - i

being moved BDOUl 'r'"" ",,r :
ment t" another they ever rvnm
strangers to the people,
their personal influence nil. Know-

ing lhls. they. In convoke to

their aid those would naturally
be tho most harvesters

the gold the "Big Bonnets"
and farm hamletof every town. Ullage

In their
"Big Bonasf is French for u

leading citizen. The French reveraa
the adage about tha value of a prophet.

it in The bank
of

the shopkeeper Eventually
the cafe hour.

-

the most valued in Li

the women.

The only kind of prophet who enjoys,
honor and receives confidences In lot
France is the local prophet in his own
country, who in this case is the "Big
Bonnet" of 'he to whom
all defer. Nor the local "Hie Bon.
net" apt to be the Wealthiest person
of the little community ns so often
happens in oilier lands, The country
peasant consistent In wHhotdlng his
confidence from those whose riches
are made too apparent.

No, the "Big Bonnet" must he some
ono In the peasant's homo commune
in whom embodied some s,,rt of local
official authority nnd with Whom
the same time he can associate on
terms of perfect equality,

Advice fr.in his special "BIr B"n-net- "

the only advice that the French
peasant Will ever follow, whether with
regard to buying a cow ,r subscribing
to a Government bond, In the front
rank of these important parsonages
Is the Mayor, and his duty tn ni"- -

iblMsa the gold harvesters among his
contemporary "Big Bonnels."
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This,
France, arranged that came out ny iront uoor,

itno mind thelaald the retired burglar, "hud proved

butwas:

Departments,

administered
answiuw
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were
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turn,
who
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for crop,

Jurisdictions.
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harvesters

neighborhood,

VSnlent cellar window

to tie very disappointing.
"I had Imagined from the nicely

kept lawn and tho general appearance
of things outside that It must he the
home of people of means; but In the
whole of upstairs 1 had not found,
of things thut 1 could carry away.
enough to pay me night s
work.

"Then aa I came down from the
second Btory Into the front hall I

cast my light around there, to see If

there was anything there worth while.
There Wasn't, but on u little Hay on
a table In the hall 1 saw three latter
addressed and stamped ready fur mail- -

in aiid 1 thought I would lake those
litters and mall them.

"That was Just a foolish whim; bill
then I dltl u downright foolish thing,
something that I had never done be-

fore und thut I never did again I

WfOta a hole und left It on the little
tray from Which 1 look Die lei lets;

I ., lob..,, II... I.atr.u I mil eniii
.i- - ,.i --i m. and t can ii all,km, i '
them Just as well as nut. i

Jimmy.
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passes the word the "Big Bonnets"
the provinces to gather in the

sheaves.
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All

for my

to

In his house

he turns in a pretty pile of gold
to the town clerk.

iortt ttet hidden savings

Amne the most successful gleaners I

the golden sheaves la the provincial
bank's own "Big Bonnet," the manager
ol Its branch bank in the bis tnarke
town, usually only open to business
one day In the week, that day on
which the Weakly open air market Is
held under the white aw united bcths
In the public square. On this square

also the inconspicuous office of the aluiik. which is ready to do business
from B in the morning, when the burly
peasant farmer in blouse and tabot
first drives Up In his big cart loaded
With (arm produce. If the peasant
farmer has made a successful deal he
may creep furtively Into the bank
when no one is looking and the office
is empty of clients.

The peasant Is even more distrust-
ful of a bank and its system than of
the post office and Us ways, only
very recently has ho begun to make
use of one. though It Is only through
Die one day a week bank of his mar-
ket town that he ran make his little
Investment In stocks unit b inds, which

"Well, 1 did mall those letters, and
then never tbougfTt of them again
tl about a yjear and a half after
ward when I saw this advertisement
in a newspaper:

IlMMTt Thanks fur mailing those
letter We want to communicate with
yOUi Write to us where you found us.

H O.
t

"Now that was something of a Jolt,
wasn't it '.' t if course that foolish note
that 1 left was a clue and now they

I

hunch, and trusted I giv- -

ng a name, and my
address as the post office. Of
It Would haVC been the easiest thing
in the' world lor them tu a

tits here (or ms
calle I (or the I liked

house I thought llko
the people Unit lived in it. I took

limine.
"In two days 1 got tho letter, and

when opened it therd dropped out
of it a thousand bill. Do

grasp thai .' A thousand dollar
bill; and this is win l they wrole

..t i,i,,,.u tint ,,,

secrecy

to house round he their
alone will save the country.

chief of the fire is
market on the side, can a

lot of gold.

5 Sr.

Is

H.

a

FOR THE RETIRED

School teachers are

he Is learf.tr. to do by taking en o

caalonal flier,
The bunk manager f ihe market

town I his only piloi through the
quicksand Of finance This worthy
now approache client diplomati-
cally n the advantages of Investing
in the "Bon de ia Detenus Natlonale,"

to do lliis he must shake the peaa-ant- 's

traditional belief that gold has
value twice that of a Government

guaranteed bank note or a Govern
ment bond.

"But must precious g,,id saving
go to the foreigner t" buy these many
things which he is must now be
purchased outside of France'.'" he nsks
In alarm. He doea not so much mind
giving up his wealth to his country,
but Hint part of It should gw to
the foreigner', foreigner's, COUn

is what galls him. Here Is

the of the "Hlg
s Into play,

"Not at all," the is assured,
"his gold is only t" rest as a bulwark
of credit, much mors securely than
ever, In the great Vaults Of the lt&nk

lived in a town not a hundred miles
from ours. 1 don't know whether you
noticed the address on letter or
not. A nice old man he not an
eccentric nor a hermit, but jubt an
old who lived by himself and
went his ways. He til. I not seek
friends, and si far us we knew we

his only living relatives; but
Hough ho lived so we had not

him nor heard from him in a
dozen years.

" Then one day, the .lav- -

down that day wrote him tln.t
letter; the letter that you

"'And what difference did it make,
I hear BaylUg, who mailed the
letter? Well, 1 Will tell vou

"'In the ordinary course of thing".
that letter would not have been mailed
by us until some of us went down
to (lie centre m the Rftemoonj and
mulled then It Would never have
reached him; for on the afternoon of
that very day our uncle moved from
the old town In which he lived
so long, left 10 address behind
him. when It was, I, v
..... 1, a.a ....., a, .... ii.. ...... ..

win ....... ...... ,, i immhi , 1 Ml i hi ,,ii -

for ut to an undo WholgWgltd it himself; a, jeur later

is the rule to guard the peasant from the stigma of
"passing for a rich parson."

convinces the family that savings

The who
gardener dig

Bonnet

mailed.

mailed

wondetftd .orlectors from the

of Pi doubtless never to be used
at all." And he will get Interest, ex

diplomatic bank manager.
1'hus the peasant beg.t.s to see for
first time the utility of doing business
itherwlaa than passing coin

hand to hand.
it may be that head of the mar-

ket day bank gathers In his bulkiest
sheaves when he makes his round
fr,,in farmhouse t,i farmhouse. Hi
motors cautiously into the spacious
wal'ed farmyard of the big rambling
red tiled farmhouse at an hour when
the farmhands aru far afield and there
Is of nosing witnesses,
it is now thut he tries another tack.

This time there Is u family audi-
ence, for the wife und children and
grandparents will tie there
Thus his method takes on a patriotic

until the stolid
pride of his uudience Is amused when
ho convinces them all It Is their par-
ticular gold pieces that are am-
munition which will save mun-try- .

He also reminds (hem that the
"Bona" of National Defence (tho

BURGLAR
we received a letter front a lawyer
In the town ro which he had moved
saving that our uncle hod d'ed n
that town and had left us J:,u

"'He had uccumuuted M,000, He
had made a will giving li.'Ou.uuO of this
to a hospital that had caught his fancv
and $5,000 to us. his relatives, "If still
living " But later, clearly re- -

celvlng our letter, which he would
never havo got for you, he had
changed bis will, giving 5,000 to
hospital anil 1200.000 to us; and

world to us; It brought us a fortune.
"'We still live In same house,

now wo have more things than
when you were here. In fact j have
some things thai usually we do
not keep In house, In u box
In bank at the centre; If
will come and see lis again and

let us know when are coming,
WS Will leave around house enough
to make this visit profitable; we feel
that we are still much in debt to you.'

"But i never went back. Whatever
they got out of it 1 as If, Jus! fir
carrying the letter to the post office,
- . L.....--J i.ai..- - ,.u .l...- -.t vi i lap mi mmm an . IIUI was
really coining to me."

WON following mo up, antl what night that called. It (truok after some six months of legal formal-houl- d
I do about It? Should I com-- j us that we would write to Uncle Will- - ltles we have money.

muntcateY lam; and Just out or a feeling of "'Ho see your mulling thut let- -
"All could do was to trust my friendliness and good cheer we sat ter made all difference In

I it. wrote,
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In the dead of night they dig
out their gold from its

hiding place.

The village notary is the subtlest
gatherer in of the peasants'

hoard.
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countryman's
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danger

unquenchable
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'Blanche

savings banks of children.

(short term Government loan) at
something rising B per cent, are at
least i per cent better return than
t I) if r format' fai'.irit.i ii.i,. ... . t

Government "Rentes."
In either case the manager of a

market day bank knows better than
to exnect to reai. results nn ih. ...., , , , ,. .out in seen nas already been sown
In the depths of a oertain ninht the
peasant will feel for tho shot bag
oniier ine eavea 01 nis mat, lied col
,Hg.. containing hi handful of gold
pieces, while st tho same hour his
neighbor, the big farmer, will, by the
aid of his wife and the light of a
lllckerlng candle, oust out a brass
bound and clamped box from behind
the bed, or a thick, heavy wallet from
between the mattresses. Then will
each, with endless precautions, pass
in some market day to the bank such
B pile of 10 mid 20 franc gold pieces
as would surely make the neighbors
state had the manager not thought-
fully arranged to take It In after regu-la- r

banking hours.
Members of the Town Council are

efficient reapers of local gold, being
cited as persons of probity from the
fact that besides their halo of office
they usually wear a black coat and
B derby hat even in working hours.
In the principal cafe at the "hour of
the aperitif" the "Big Bonnet" Town
Councilman wil. snare his man away
to a secluded tuhle. where under the
glatter Of the usual game of domi-
noes or backgammon and Ihe stimulus
of a tall glass of black coffi e he will
give him the gold treatment. The
popular form tf Inoculation is to give
that particular individual the impres-
sion thut the nation' whole financial
plan originated In the listener's own
patriotic brain. Another distinctive
national trait Is that the Frenchman
can be made to do anything, even
give up money. If made to believe that
the suggestion came from himself.

The chief of the village "pompiers,"
the local fire department, is a "Big
Bonnet ' gold gatherer Of Influence.
The chief lives in a retired little house
witli a gold lettered sign reading
"ggpeur Pompier" over ins door, so
thai he can be found readily In case
of need. Firs business Is, however,
dull In Country places, so often he Is
a market gardener on tho side. He
Invites his particular quarry to visit
his late cabbages and early radishes.
While discussing intensive atlbaolllng
anil snail ravages be tills his listener's
financial brain lobe as cleverly us he
does his vegetables.

The old cure of tln village church

Big Bonnets" of the
Provences the Most
Efficient Gleaners of
the Golden Sheaves

How They Work
(the young ones are all fighting In
the trenchea) Is a powerful "Big Bon-

net" still. In spite of the covert war-
fare between Church und Htate In
France. They have temporarily bur-
led the hatchet now and the rure
scatters the seeds which will bring
out the golden harvest skilfully be-

tween the words of his sermon. There
Is much more churchgolng now than
before the war. The peasant woman
knws less about finance than do even
Iter men folks, but when the good
cure takes for his text the parable of
the unprofitable talent hidden away
under the napkin, It sets her thinking
about her few treasured gold pleeea
hidden away under her piles of rare
hand woven linen In the depths of
a tine old carven oak armolre.
Rhe says nt a word to any one
but keeps her own counsel. But
the next Sunday she wails In
the cloistered gloom of the little
Oothle church MtU the last wor-
shipper has left and slips nut of the
capacious pockets of her petticoat her
time thinned gold pieces and presses
them Into the cure's hand to be for-
warded to headquarters for the good
of the country, "la pntrie "

Likely, too, one of those French
feminine pntrlots will timidly knock
some evening at the pastors door
and slipping her long gold chain off
her nerk. the attribute of every mnr- -

ried woman In France, Ins st on his
passing It on for the good of la
pntrie.

The school teacher Is a "Blt'irer
Bonnet" in rural Franc than else-

where and as a gleaner of gold has
been a noble aid to the national treas-
ury, whether man or ' uman. The
French country school ,eccher Is an
Incubator of patrlotlan rJ4 his influ-

ence hBJJ been the HM-t- of emptying
the little tirelires or rtVVIgl anUs of
the French children.

No financial argURIeei ore needed
here, but daily lessons nre seasoned
with stirring tales of W4( "papa and
big brother are doing 10 save their
country at the front."

But the children' proud moment
comes later when they form at the
s h.Kil house and march in hue. teach- -

era at the head, to turn in their of-

fering, also a collective gift, at the
nearest branch bank. Boys In one
line, girls In another, and most of
them in mourning black, watching
their childhood treasures shovelled
Into the hank's scales and welgl ed.

, . V. . AS. ,. r,.,c tr.it i,,ll A

and stoic under the sacrifice, as s all
France. Bohool Children' gold has
flowed in from all over Franca, from
the war zone, where teacher and
scholars under bursting shells have
stuck to their school room together,

iiifferlngs up into the thousand havo
come from the schools of Rhelms.
Circulars sent out by the hoard of edu- -

cation In nnd around Nancy in the
warring region of the Vosgos, with
German gun thundering at the school- -

house d ,rs. reaped for the Hank or
France by the first of August nearly
six million francs.

But the notary s the best harves
ter of gold of any "f the "Big Bon-'net- s"

of the provinces The villatrs
notary is the countryman' adviser

land counsellor in all his public ami
private affairs; and the only real con-

fidence the peasant ever gives outside
the family la t,, the notary.

The notary knows how t. pull the
wires of the sphinsiike French char-
acter to extract this goal and at the
same time guard M ban against the
terrible obloquy of being branded a
"ri h man.'' S,, he gathers In for the
national treasury M. Jean' gold, oniv
a few pieces at a time, however, after
At. Jean has made various "affaires"
tho pretext f,r many visit through
the little sid door, f r noi only doe
he hate to part with money In a lump
sum, but In his simple re is nlng by
his passing It on in driblet there will
be less danger of the whisp. r getting
around am ng the neighbors

Nothing so emphasise the solidar--
.." ""s, nw?mfn f '"

" "'' '"""''' imm""""" ""' number
"f Clent gold pll s winch t has
brought to light. showiiiL- - that nim
after the Fra war tim
depths of the peasant s gold reserves
had not been reached when the bus
de lalne WS emptied tin last tints
for national defence. Gold piece are
being turned in to the Hank of France
which bear the effigies of a long hue
..f French rulers bark a- -- far as
Lou la Xllt. which have ls?en hoarded
through eight monarchies, two revo-
lutions, two empire and three re-
publics, which shows only the pious
tenacity with Which Hi" French peo.
pie cling to their savings of genera-
tions.

Now that they cannot hoard g,,ld
the people of Franco arc storing away
Silver duns, especially (he lug silver
T. franc "ecus." which on accoulll of
tjielr bulk and weight hue h sup-
posed value in their eves ht'XI lo gold.
They are even collect m.; copper sou-- ,
and to such an extent that theso
coins, a well as most divisionary
coins, are becoming Source nnd a
famine in small money is again feared
liko that which blocked French com-
merce in the Mrs l weeks of the war,
The "Bin Bonnets" are now engaged
In spreading the propaganda that sil-
ver Isn't worth collecting, that It la
worth only to p. r cent, of us face
and thill the leal patriot Will keep
it in circulation and only hoard, if
he must hoard something, the new'
.", franc bank note which have been
issued to meet just such an enter
gency.

To avoid as much as possible the
shortage in dlvlslonury vurrency the
director of tho French mint, who has
been all along at the (runt a pav-mast- er

of the French army, has been
recalled lo put through a new silver
coinage us rapidly a posalblo. Seven
millions in silver is belli inint.,1 now
a mouth and shortly the - iru w ll

be advanced to twelve millions
Tho French Government Is consid-

ering all kinds uf remedies to break
up this tilt, ,,f sequestering of
money by 'he i pie, it will never
succeed. Tie' cruse tor hoarding
money is ihe fouitdai on n French
character, and wa ll lloW thill u is.
It may save France, Gold uiniliuni-lio- n

ia the real need (his second year
of war.


